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Often, when I discuss the Rapture with 
someone who believes in a pre-tribulation 
rapture, I hear one mindless response, over 
and over. When a pre-trib Rapture advocate I 
am talking to realizes that my basis for 
believing in a post trip rapture is sound, 
inevitably I will get this: “Well, you can stay for 
the Tribulation if  you want to, but I am going up in 
the first load.” Now, there’s a real argument for 
you. 

I have gotten several variations on this theme: 
“You can have my house.” “You can have my 
car.“You could have my motorcycle.“ (Yeah, 
that last one really entices me. I remember the 
time I fell off  of  one.) 

But what I do not get is a good defense of  the 
pre-trib Rapture teaching. So here and now, I 
ask the following questions of  Pre-Tribbers, 
hoping to get actual arguments, and not the 
“enjoy the tribulation“ comments I usually 
get. 

Question 1. 
Where does Paul say that the church is going 
to be raptured out of  the world seven years 
before the Second Coming, before the 
Tribulation? I have been teaching I Thess. 
4:13-17 for over45 years, and I still cannot 
find where Paul tells us that we will be 
raptured before the Tribulation. 

Question 2. 
In Revelation 4:1, John is called up to 
Heaven, “Come up hither.“ Many Pre-Trib. 
teachers will try to make the argument that 
John is a “type of  the church“, and this verse 
symbolizes the Rapture, as John is “raptured” 
into heaven, in this verse. 
If  John is cast as a type of  the Church to 
demonstrate the Rapture, and shows that the 

Church is in Heaven before the Tribulation, 
then why is John shown as being on the earth 
DURING the Tribulation? (Rev. 10:8, 13:1 , 
14:1, 17:3, 18:1.) Does the rapture have a yo-
yo affect? 

Question 3. 
If  Paul, who wrote the Rapture passage (I 
Thess. 4:13-17), knew that the Church would 
be raptured before the Tribulation, then why 
did he tell fellow Christians to look to the Day 
of  the Lord, which is at the end of  the 
Tribulation? (I Thess. 5:1-2) 
Didn’t he know that there is supposed to be a 
difference between the “Day of  
Christ” (which occurs before the Tribulation) 
and the “Day of  the Lord” (which occurs 
after the Tribulation)? Why were believers 
directed to look to the post-tribulational “Day 
of  the Lord“ and not the pre-tribulational 
“Day of  Christ?“ 

Question 4. 
If  Christ is coming for His bride seven years 
before the Second Coming, then why does 
Rev. 19:7 tell us that “the Bride has made 
herself  ready“ at the end of  the Tribulation? 
For that matter, why is the invitation to the 
Marriage Supper of  the Lamb, which is 
supposed to be taking place during the 
Tribulation, not given until the end of  the 
Tribulation? (Rev. 19) 

Question 5. 
If  the writers of  the New Testament believed 
in an “imminent” rapture, i.e., one that would 
come at any moment, then how did they square 
this belief  with the knowledge that Christ 
couldn’t/wouldn’t return until after Peter was 
dead? (John 21:18-19). 

Question 6. 
If  the Church is to be raptured before the 
Tribulation, why does Matthew tell us that it 
is “immediately after the tribulation of  those 
days” that he would send his angels to gather 



his elect from the world? (Matt. 24:29-31) Be 
careful, here; after all, there are a number of  
verses that show that the word “elect”applies to 
Christians. 

Question 7. 
When is the First Resurrection, and are the 
saints who go in the Rapture included in it 
(Rev. 20:4-5)? If  the raptured saints are 
resurrected before the First Resurrection, then 
why is it called the First Resurrection? 

Question 8. 
If  we are to be raptured and changed “at the 
Last Trumpet” (I Cor. 15:52), which is 
supposed to take place at Rev. 4:1 (remember, 
“John is the type of  the Church”), then why 
does Pau call it “the Last Trumpet,” when 
there are seven more trumpets to sound? 

Question 9. 
If  the seven churches of  Rev. 2-3 represent 
the Church throughout history, each one 
being a “Church Age”, then why is it that the 
sixth church is the church that is raptured 
(Rev. 3:10), and not the seventh church? Does 
one whole “church age” go through the 
Tribulation? Or if  the 6th and 7th churches 
exist together, why are they the only two that 
are said to exist side by side in the world? 

Question 10. 
Why does “keep you from the hour of  
trial” (Rev. 3:10) mean that Christ will take us 
out of  the world, when he said that he was 
not praying to take Christians out of  the 
world but to “keep them from the evil one”? 
(John 17:15) 
After all, the “keep from” in Rev. 3:10 is the 
same “keep from” in John 17. So if  the 
author who wrote both the Gospel of  John 
and Revelation used the same phrase (”keep 
from”), why does one mean to take the 
Church out of  the world and the other does 
not? 

Question 11. 
If  Paul told the Thessalonian believers that 
the rapture (“our being gathered to Him”) 
could not occur until the anti-Christ (“the 
man of  lawlessness”) is revealed (II Thess. 
2:3), then how can the Church be raptured 
before the middle of  the Tribulation, when 
most pre-Trib. teachers say that Anti-Christ 
will be revealed (“after 42 months” Re. 13:5)? 

Question 12. 
Why isn’t the “Coming of  the Lord” in the 
Rapture Passage (I Thess. 4:15) the same 
“Coming of  the Lord” that is spoken of  in the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 24:17)? After 
all, Matthew and Paul use the same Greek 
word for “coming”, parousia. 

Question 13. 
Why is it that when Jesus talks to the disciples 
in the Olivet Sermon (Matt. 24-25), we are 
“on Jewish ground,” but when he talks to the 
same disciples in John 17, we are “on Church 
ground”? Why does the Olivet Sermon 
concern only Jews, whereas Christ’s High 
Priestly prayer deals with the Church? 

Question 14. 
Why, if  Revelation tells us that the 144,000 
are literal Jewish evangelists, does the tribal 
list of  the Jews not match up with the Twelve 
Tribes of  Israel (Rev. 7)? Levi and Joseph are 
included, while Dan and Ephraim are not 
included. 

Question 15. 
Why is the Tribulation called the time of  Jacob’s 
Trouble, when there is only one verse in the 
entire Bible that speaks of  Jacob’s trouble, and 
that deals with Babylon, and not the 
Tribulation? (Jer. 30:7) 


